SLAARC CW RENAISSANCE

CW LEARNING RESOURCES AND PRACTICE TOOLS



A GLIMPSE INTO MY CW JOURNEY

RETIRED FORD IT MANAGER - 5 YEARS AS AN AGENCY PROGRAMMER, 20 YEARS AT FORD CREDIT, 5 YEARS
AT FORD MOTOR

CoVID HAM — TECHNICIAN IN 2021, GENERAL IN 2023, EXTRA IN 2024

POTA FOR THE LAST COUPLE YEARS — 264 ACTIVATIONS AND 10,900 QSOs (97 cw, 3571 DIGITAL,
7265 PHONE). MET THE SLAARC CREW AT THE MICHIGAN POTA MEETUP AT SLEEPY HOLLOW SP

CW SEEMED LIKE THE NEXT LOGICAL STEP BEYOND LICENSING AND ANOTHER TOOL/MODE AVAILABLE FOR
POTA



HOW | STARTED LEARNING
MORSE CODE

LEARNING MORSE ALPHABET

LIKE EVERYONE, | STARTED WORKING ON THE ALPHABET AND
COPYING WITH A DECODER

QUICKLY REALIZED | NEED HELP TO MAKE PROGRESS

JOINED THE CW OPS — CW ACADEMY; SCHEDULING ISSUES
DIDN'T ALLOW ME TO COMPLETE THE INITIAL COURSE

WATCHED THE MAGIC OF CW AT THE MICHIGAN POTA
MEETUP AROUND THE CAMPFIRE

JOINED THE LONG ISLAND CW CLUB (LICW) — COMPLETED
THE THREE BEGINNERS CAROUSELS

PRACTICING COPY AND SENDING WHILE FORCING MYSELF ON
THE AIR




COMPARE &
CONTRAST

Beginnings

Cost

CW ACADEMY

CW club saw a need for training
and started in 2012

Free

LONG ISLAND CW

Field day event exposed the lack
of CW operators (2017)

1-year donation of $30, 2 $50, 3
$70, lifetime membership for $90

Class Schedule

3 sessions a year (Jan-Feb, May-
Jun, Sep-Oct) 8 Weeks & 2 classes
a week (same days each week)

Carousels always running and jump
in anytime

6 students, 1 Advisor and 1

Many instructors, Many classes per

e e Associate Advisor week
Zoom, Straight key preferred, Morse
Zoom, paddle keys, 60 minutes of Practice page used class and
Format : :
practice a day practice, regular short amounts of
practice
Beginner — no experience -> 6WPM 5 .
Unelelisliiell S @ o= I OniY Egsi rl? gggri PBrgTzo_ci?/gxthhrér% es
Class Levels Intermediate — Contests, DX, ans, 9

Ragchew 20wpm
Advanced - Speed! 30wpm

INT1 - not losing focus; INT2 —
Speed; INT3 — Word comprehension



PRACTICE TOOLS

APPLICATIONS — PHONE APPS: MORSE MANIA,
MORSE MAVEN, WEBSITES: LICW PRACTICE PAGE
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VBAND — USB KEY INTERFACE TO PRACTICE
SENDING CHANNELS

MORSE CODE TUTOR — RPI DEVICE TO PRACTICE
COPYING AND SENDING



TIPS

DON'T USE A CHEAT SHEET

AVOID USING A DECODER

DON'T COUNT DITS AND DAHS — HEAR
THE LETTER AS A SOUND. HIGHER

SPEEDS CAN PROMOTE THIS - “IT1s NOT
THE SPEED AT WHICH A LETTER IS SOUNDED THAT
PERPLEXES THE LEARNER, BUT THE RAPID
SUCCESSION IN WHICH THEY FOLLOW EACH
OTHER."” (USE EFFECTIVE SPEED 25/8,
25/10...)

SENDING WILL IMPROVE YOUR
COPYING

CODE TALK TO PRACTICE — THE
LICENSE PLATE EXAMPLE



MUCH MORE SPACE ON THE BANDS

CW IS GREAT IN NOISY ENVIRONMENTS

CW GETS EASIER WITH ON-THE-AIR TIME

CW IS THERAPY — REQUIRES A FOCUSED STATE OF MIND

( W CW OPERATORS ARE INCREDIBLE SUPPORTIVE (TRAINING,
HELPING, PATIENCE)

A D VA N TA G ES REVERSE BEACON FOR AUTO SPOTTING

CooL QRP CW RiGs
5 WATTS OF CW POWER IS EQUAL TO 70 WATTS SSB

COMPLETELY QUIET WITH HEADPHONES
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